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IAIAsa PREMIUM AWARD

2009
SUMMARY of RULES 
For details and forms see the full documentation (Appendix 1) on the website:  http://www.iaia.co.za/Conference_2009/Pages/awards.asp

OBJECTIVES 
To recognize excellence in South Africa for those Activities (policy, programme, process, project or operation) which are developed, planned and managed for the benefit of the sustainability of human society and the environment on which we all depend.
The IAIAsa Premium Award is offered annually to South African organisations by the South African Affiliate of the International Association for Impact Assessment (IAIAsa).  IAIA’s mission is to advance the innovation, development and dissemination of best practice in environmental impact assessment, management and policy throughout the world. 
	1. THE IAIAsa PREMIUM AWARD


PURPOSE OF THE AWARD

The IAIAsa Premium Award is open to South African individuals and organisations whose implemented Activity is sufficiently advanced to be assessed by the end of July each year.  The Award will be presented to the submission that comes closest to being planned and managed for the benefit of society and the environment, through the application of the principles of Integrated Environmental Management (IEM).  

Nominations must be well motivated and documented, to include the following aspects:

· To what extent the concepts and principles of Integrated Environmental Management (IEM) were followed.

· Whether the Activity (policy, programme, process, project or operation) was warranted and well motivated.

· Whether an Environmental Impact Assessment was carried out in terms of the legal requirements, with a detailed description of the process conducted, if so required.

· The scope and range of alternatives considered and the extent to which these were investigated by comparison with the proposals.

· A description and analysis of scope, nature and extent of the public participation in the project and the effectiveness thereof in influencing the final decision.

· Whether the analysis was absolutely objective and balanced and all potential impacts on all components of the environment integrated (biophysical, social and other).

· Whether an effective environmental management plan was drafted from the results of the EIA using the principles of IEM for implementation and review during construction, operation and finally closure.  

· Evidence of integration of incorporation of environmental factors along with technical, economic, financial, political and institutional, social and other factors into the planning process for any development activity, from cradle to grave. 
· Evidence of specific measures that show excellence in implementation of best practice principles, in either the planning or implementation stage of the project.

Examples of documents having relevance in this regard may include:

· Extracts of minutes of project meetings throughout the project life cycle.
· Proof of changes in project scope to accommodate environmental excellence.
· An Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIR).

· Proof of recommendations of the EIR being accepted by the Board of Directors (or equivalent) of the proponent organisation, and proof incorporation into project design on authorisation.

· Environmental Management Plans (EMPs) for construction, commissioning and the first years of operation.

· Implementation of Environmental Control Guidelines and EMPs during construction and early operations.

· Proof of execution of at least the first annual environmental audit of the operation, with documentation describing weaknesses found, and changes and improvements made to the EMP, which were subsequently implemented.
For Adjudication and variations from general cases see Appendix 1 (http://www.iaia.co.za/Conference_2009/Pages/awards.asp).  Nomination of the review and improvement of existing operations is acceptable, particularly where these improvements have included the design and implementation of an EMS.  Nomination of projects showing excellence in project planning will also be considered.
FORM OF THE IAIAsa PREMIUM AWARD

The IAIAsa Premium Award is sponsored by IAIAsa, and takes the form of a floating trophy for the Premium Award and a framed Certificate(s).

ADJUDICATION

Adjudication of the nominations is carried out by an Awards Committee comprising members of the IAIAsa National Executive Committee (NEC) and individuals co-opted for this purpose by the NEC.  A maximum of three finalists will be chosen from the nominations received.  A winner will be selected from the finalists. Fewer finalists may be selected, depending on the quality of the submissions made.

The adjudication will be done on the basis of the supporting documentation submitted, information presented at the conference (poster and presentation) and general impressions gained from the membership.  Please note that NO site visits will be undertaken as part of the adjudication process.

The final phase of the adjudication takes place at the conference. This phase includes consideration of the poster presentation and formal presentations made by the applicant team during a dedicated plenary session.   Should any issues or concerns be noted regarding the nominations, the IAIAsa NEC is to be informed immediately.
PRESENTATION
The IAIAsa Premium Award is presented at the IAIAsa Annual National Conference held each year.  The formal presentation of the Award will be made at the Conference Gala Dinner. This year, the Southern Cape branch will be hosting the Conference.

All three (3) finalists will be required to present their nomination at a special plenary session held during the Conference.  An opportunity is also made available for a poster presentation   The presenting team is encouraged to invite representatives of the remainder of the applicant team to attend both the presentation and the dinner.

SUMMARY OF CONDITIONS -  See Appendix 1 on the website for detailed information
· All Awards will be made on merit, with evidence of demonstrated excellence and outstanding contribution to achieving sustainable development;
· Prospective applicants for the IAIAsa Premium Award should submit a Nomination Form (see section 3); 

· The winner will be kept confidential until the announcement at the Conference dinner;
· IAIAsa reserves the right to retain material submitted until the end of July of the following year for exhibition and other promotional purposes.
· Whilst all reasonable precautions will be taken to ensure the safe-keeping and subsequent return of material submitted in support of nominations, IAIAsa will not be liable to any entrant for loss of, or damage to, any such material, whatsoever the cause.
ENQUIRIES AND CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES
Nominations:
Nomination forms should be submitted by 31 May 2009 to:
The Secretariat IAIAsa 

PO Box 599

Onrusrivier    7201
Telephone:
(028) 316 2905

Facsimile:
086 606 9983

E-mail:
secretariat@iaia.co.za
Supporting Info.:
All supporting documentation must be submitted prior to the closing date of the 30th June 2008 to the Awards Convener, who is based in Johannesburg. Nominees will be advised how best to achieve this.

Supporting information should be submitted as hard copy.  Electronic format DVDs, etc may also be submitted, but should be limited where possible.

New documents need not be generated, i.e. existing information generated for other purposes (e.g. EIA process) may be submitted
	2. NOMINATION FORM: THE IAIAsa PREMIUM AWARD 2009


FAX TO: 086 606 9983 A.S.A.P.

	NOMINATION FORM

	DATE:
	

	ACTIVITY NAME – What short name shall this activity be known by? {30 characters maximum}

	

	ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION:

	

	LOCATION:

	

	IS THIS A ____________ (mark selection with an X)?

	
	Policy
	
	Programme
	
	Process
	
	Project
	
	Operation

	ACTIVITY DISTINCTIVENESS:

	

	WHAT SUPPORTING INFORMATION WILL BE SUBMITTED?

	

	NOMINATING BODY:

	

	NOMINATING BODY REPRESENTATIVE:

	Name:
	

	Position:
	

	Phone:
	
	Fax:
	

	Cell:
	
	E-mail:
	

	Postal:
	

	ACTIVITY PROPONENT:

	

	PROPONENT REPRESENTATIVE:

	Name:
	

	Position:
	

	Phone:
	
	Fax:
	

	Cell:
	
	E-mail:
	

	Postal:
	











IAIAsa Premium Award 2009 – Background and Rules

