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PPPUUURRRPPPOOOSSSEEE   OOOFFF   TTTHHHIIISSS   DDDOOOCCCUUUMMMEEENNNTTT 
The aim of this document is to: 
• Provide an overview of the proposed guideline 

document; and 
• Indicate how you can actively participate in the 

creation of the guidelines.  
 

IIINNNTTTRRROOODDDUUUCCCTTTIIIOOONNN   TTTOOO   TTTHHHEEE   PPPRRROOOJJJEEECCCTTT   
The South African Mining and Biodiversity Forum 
(SAMBF), in conjunction with the Chamber of Mines, 
identified the need for a Mining and Biodiversity Best 
Practice Guideline that is focussed on the South 
African situation. SAMBF therefore appointed the 
MSA-Synergistic team to assist with the compilation of 
the Best Practice Guidelines document. The team 
consists of ecologists, environmental scientists and an 
environmental lawyer. 
The aim of the guideline is to provide mine managers 
and environmental officers, as primary users, with a 
comprehensive guide on South Africas’ biodiversity 
and the best management of biodiversity during all 
stages of a mining project, from feasibility studies to 
closure. Although the guideline is aimed at the mining 
industry it is anticipated that the document will also be 
used by government officials and individuals in the 
private sector.  
The guideline will include South African biodiversity 
data, its implications for the mining industry and red 
flagged zones. An explanation of the legal processes 
to be followed for authorisation will also be included in 
the document as well as how to compile and use all 
the assessments and tools for biodiversity 
management throughout all stages in the mining 
project. Reference lists of sources of information will 
be given and case studies will be referred to wherever 
applicable.  
The document is proposed to be a reference manual 
for all mining related biodiversity aspects and will 
therefore be compiled in a user friendly manner with 
cross reference to other relevant sections of the 
document. This will be augmented by a checklist which 
will be included in an addendum of the document 
referring to all the sections of the document applicable 
to a specific stage of the mining operations for easy 
reference. 

 
 
PPPAAARRRTTTIIICCCIIIPPPAAATTTIIIOOONNN   IIINNN   TTTHHHEEE   PPPRRROOOJJJEEECCCTTT   
As a matter of principle, we would like to involve 
stakeholders in the compilation of the guidelines. The 
proposed Table of Contents (TOC) of the Best Practice 
Guideline is appended to this document for your 
information. Notes on what will be included in each of 
the sections are included in brackets (blue) next to the 
heading of the section. If, after scrutinizing the TOC, 
you feel that we missed out on something important, or 
that additional details are required for one of the 
sections, you are welcome to send an e-mail to one of 
the people listed below. Notes on what will be included 
in each of the sections are included in brackets (blue) 
next to the heading of the section.  
The draft guidelines will be submitted to active 
participants for review at a later stage. Comments from 
stakeholders will then be discussed with the SAMBF 
project steering committee prior to inclusion in the 
document where applicable. 
A workshop will be convened with key identified 
stakeholders on 21 May 2009. Details of the workshop 
will be communicated to a later stage. The number of 
attendees at the workshop will be limited to keep the 
workshop manageable and ensure optimal outcomes. 
The draft guideline document will be discussed at the 
workshop, and final changes will be made to the 
guideline before distribution to the public. 
Your active participation in the compilation of the 
guideline document will be greatly appreciated. Please 
send us your comment(s) by 15 March 2009. We look 
forwards to hearing from you. 
 
Contact persons: 
Joggie Prinsloo 
Tel: 082 800 0550 
E-mail: achimp@mweb.co.za 
 
Ina Venter 
P.O. Box 11634, Erasmuskloof, 0048, Pretoria 
Tel: (012) 347 0699/5890  
Fax: (012) 347 5877  
E-mail: inav@msagroupservices.com 
 
 

CCCOOOMMMPPPIIILLLAAATTTIIIOOONNN   OOOFFF   TTTHHHEEE   MMMIIINNNIIINNNGGG   AAANNNDDD   BBBIIIOOODDDIIIVVVEEERRRSSSIIITTTYYY   BBBEEESSSTTT   PPPRRRAAACCCTTTIIICCCEEE   GGGUUUIIIDDDEEELLLIIINNNEEESSS   FFFOOORRR   
SSSOOOUUUTTTHHH   AAAFFFRRRIIICCCAAA   

   

BBBAAACCCKKKGGGRRROOOUUUNNNDDD   IIINNNFFFOOORRRMMMAAATTTIIIOOONNN   DDDOOOCCCUUUMMMEEENNNTTT   &&&   IIINNNVVVIIITTTAAATTTIIIOOONNN   TTTOOO   PPPAAARRRTTTIIICCCIIIPPPAAATTTEEE   
 

FFFEEEBBBRRRUUUAAARRRYYY   222000000999   
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7.1 Introduction  

7.2 Identification and analysis of biodiversity stakeholders 

7.3 Engagement with biodiversity stakeholders 
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